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What do you already know?

Based on the flag on your table, write down what you know about:

● Qualifications
● Student Finance System
● HEI Provision
● Language spoken
● Fun facts/Myths



Education in Wales / Addysg yng Nghymru
Students can study qualifications through Welsh or English

No academies, free schools nor state grammar schools

GCSEs are the main general qualifications taken by 16-year-old learners in Wales, including Welsh and Welsh as a 
second language, but grading scales remain A* to G

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced (A) levels are the main general qualifications at Level 3 and are usually 
taken at age 16-19 (other qualifications are available)

A new trend  in Wales,  in areas such as Wrexham and Torfaen, smaller high schools have been reduced to enable 
larger colleges, often across multiple regions.  For example, in Wrexham there is one college (Coleg Cambria), one 
Welsh Medium 6th Form and one rural 6th left. 

T-Levels are not yet operated with Wales.



Advanced Skills Baccalaureate Wales
A new Level 3 qualification available to learners from September 
2023, awarded for the first time in Summer 2025

Will replace the current Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Skills 
Challenge Certificate qualification – which will have its last award 
in Summer 2024

Primarily designed for students aged 16-19, and can be taken 
alongside other Level 3 qualifications, including A levels

Consists of 3 Projects graded A-U - Global Community Project 
(25%), Future Destinations Project (25%), Individual Project (50%)

Equivalent in size and demand to an A Level and will be graded 
(overall) A*-E



HE Provision in Wales / Darpariaeth AU yng Nghymru
8 Universities and 1 Conservatoire in Wales  - 1 Russell Group (Cardiff)

Enrolments at Welsh HEPs increased by 4%; from 149,045 in 2021/22 to 154,385 in 

2022/23. UG = 111k, PG 42k.

Over half of students at Welsh HEP’s came from Wales before they began their studies 

(86k)

The most popular subject group at Welsh HEPs in 2022/23 was Business and 

management, followed by Subjects allied to medicine.

Wales is a net importer of full-time students from the UK. There were 44,080 full-time 

students from other UK countries at Welsh HEPs, compared to 28,385 full-time students 

from Wales studying at HEPs in the rest of the UK.



HE Provision in Wales / Darpariaeth AU yng Nghymru
Opportunities for students to study through Welsh or English, depending on institution. 
Some offer degrees through the medium of Welsh in full, whereas others may have set 
modules in Welsh.

Scholarships available to students who study certain number of credits through Welsh at 
University funded by the Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol

NHS Wales Bursary Scheme is currently available to students choosing to study an NHS 
course at a HEI in Wales. 

In summary; The scheme provides financial support for tuition fees and a contribution 
towards living costs for all eligible home UK students coming to study an eligible 
healthcare course in Wales. This is subject to new students committing in advance to work 
in the NHS in Wales for two years post qualification.  Largely this includes the AHP / 
Nursing suite of courses.



Student Finance Wales
Universities in Wales can charge up to £9,250 tuition fees per year* 

*£9535 due in September 25 (4th Dec 24)

Mixture of loan and grant available each year for all eligible students from Wales on their first undergraduate degree 

course to help with living costs and a tuition fee loan available

The amount for living costs available in 2023/24 to students:

who study away from home - £12,150

living with parents - £10,315

who study in London not living with parents - £15,170

Means tested student finance – amount available as a loan and amount as a grant is determined by students' taxable 

household income



Welsh Students Funding Table 2023/24
(living away from home outside of London)



Welsh Language Provision
Each county has at least one  Welsh medium school, with some counties offering more in larger Welsh speaking locations, 

such as Yns Mon and Carmarthenshire. 

In total, there are 440 Welsh-medium schools in Wales, predominantly Primary.

A total of 110k students are educated in Welsh-Medium schools (22%)

All students in Wales must learn Welsh until they are 16 years old, this can be either 1st or 2nd language, and takes form 

in a GCSE. This will be in conjunction with English at GCSE level. 

Journey to a million (no, not UCAS!) by 2050 - CYMRAEG 2050

Figures from 2021, these are likely to have risen since. 















Education in Northern Ireland
• The education system in Northern Ireland consists of different types of schools under the control of management 
committees who are also the employers of teachers.

• Controlled schools are managed and funded by the Education Authority through school Boards of Governors 
(BoGs). Primary and secondary school BoGs consist of representatives of transferors - mainly the Protestant 
churches - along with representatives of parents, teachers and the Education Authority.

• Catholic Maintained schools are managed by BoGs nominated by trustees - mainly Roman Catholic - along with 
parents, teachers and EA representatives.

• Voluntary (grammar) and Integrated schools invite Protestant and Catholic to come together with other traditions 
to improve their understanding of one another, their own cultures, religions, and values.

• School years are counted differently to England-
• Primary: P1-P7
• High School: Year 8-Year 12



Irish Language in Northern Ireland/ An Ghaeilge i 
dTuaisceart Éireann
• Irish has been recognised as an official language since 2022. The Identity and Language (Northern Ireland) Act 2022 
legislation was actually based off of the 1993 Welsh Language Act.

• Irish-Medium education is education provided in an Irish speaking school or unit. There are currently 30 Irish-medium schools 
in Northern Ireland and a further 10 Irish-medium units attached to English-medium host schools.
● Of the 30 schools, 28 are primary and 2 are post primary.
● Of the 10 Irish-medium units attached to English-medium host schools, 7 are primary and 3 are post-primary.

• You can study Irish from Year 7 as part of modern foreign language(MFL) classes, GCSE Irish and A Level Irish without being in 
an irish-medium school.
● Some Gaelscoil Rang 7/Irish-medium p7 pupils will have sat their GCSE Irish before starting high school.
● Gaelscoil Rang 7/Irish-medium p7 pupils will also sit the SEAG Transfer test as Gaeilge/ in Irish if wishing to go to a 

Grammar school.

• There are university courses taught partly or wholly in Irish, available at most of the HEls and at St Mary's University College.



Education qualifications in Northern Ireland
Level 2 (Years 11 & 12)

● (Academic) GCSEs
○ A*- G grading

● (Vocational) BTECs/OCN NI Level 2/NFQ Level 2
○ Pass, Merit & Distinction grading

Level 3 (Years 13 & 14)

Most High Schools have a Sixth form attached or students can choose to attend a 
college, e.g. Northern Regional College, College of Agriculture, Food and Rural Enterprise 
(CAFRE) or Belfast Met College.

In some towns with many local sixth forms, there may be a learning partnership in place, 
where students can stay on at their current school for sixth form but choose to study 1 A 
Level at another school - this gives the students a wider variety of subject choices.

● A Levels - split into AS (Year 13) AND A2(Year 14) 
● BTEC qualifications or OCR Nationals (eg Cambridge Technical Award)



HE provision in Northern Ireland
6 FE colleges - all of which offer opportunities to 
study for and attain various higher education 
qualifications. 

● Belfast Metropolitan College
● Northern Regional College
● Southern Regional College
● South Eastern Regional College
● North West Regional College
● South West College
● College of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Enterprise (CAFRE) 

 

 

3 Universities

● Queen’s University, Belfast
● Ulster University
● Open University

2 University Colleges 

● St Mary’s
● Stranmillis University College

 

The vast majority of HE students remain on 3 year full time degrees with the three universities offering a number of 
Higher Level Apprenticeships working across both universities and employers. 
The university colleges offer teaching programmes/ liberal arts degrees, with the six further education colleges 
offering several foundation degrees as an alternative route to university.
 



HE provision in Northern Ireland - Student Cap

● Northern Ireland universities are limited by a cap on numbers in contrast to English universities.

● The MaSN (Maximum Student Number) cap is a budgetary measure set by the Stormont Executive and limits 
the number of students that can be enrolled in Northern Ireland’s universities from across the island of 
Ireland.

● There are expected to be about 14,500 18-year-old students from Northern Ireland entering higher 
education in 2030, according to the “most likely” scenario forecast by UCAS. That is a rise of just over 20% 
from 11,900 in 2023

● However, as places at Ulster University and Queen’s University, Belfast are capped by DfE, a rise in demand 
for places could see more Northern Ireland students going to universities in the rest of the UK.



Student Finance in Northern Ireland
● Funding for studying in all publicly funded institutions and most private providers is set at £9,250* per 

year for UK undergraduates unless they have Northern Ireland or Republic of Ireland fee status.
○ In this case students would pay £4,750 per year because the tuition fees are partially funded by 

the Department for the Economy.

For Maintenance support students can apply for:

● a maintenance loan
● maintenance grant (only available if household income is below £41,065)
● special support grant (may be available if household income is below £41,065 and they’re eligible for 

certain qualifying benefits.)
Students start repaying their loan after leaving university or college when they are earning over £24,990 and 
any loan they still owe will be cancelled 25 years after the April when they first became responsible for paying 
back the loan.

*Based on 2024/25 figures due to 2025/2026 not being released yet



Time to test your knowledge…

Blooket…


